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Introducing Tyler Garney, Coordinator of New Student Transitioning Programs.

Currently, Tyler is my employer through the First Year Experience (FYE) program in Texas

A&M University - Texarkana. We have worked together for about two years now and I

personally selected him for this project because of previous, delightful conversations related to

similar interests and for his earnest investment in learning something new.
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Prior to beginning this project, I felt languid and almost disinterested in diving into

archival work, which is admittedly strange even to myself. I am positive that, in all honesty, it

had to do with the fact it would be related to American literature but knew if I found something

which could strike my specific interests, all would be well. To the truest extent, my languish

came upon the “Approved Pension File for Private Powhatan Beaty,” and sparked a light in my

mind I could then turn into the potential I needed to appreciate this project.

The conversation opened with enlightening Tyler on the synopsis of the assignment as

well as assuring him this was in no way an interview, only a moment’s discussion that may

interest him and he may be comfortable with asking any questions that came to mind. To the best

of my apprehension, I explained the purpose of the Archives, prompting Tyler to ask the same

question which had come to my mind upon meeting Meredith and Suzanne from the U.S.

National Archives in Washington D.C.: “how does material get selected into the archive?”

Naturally, more questions followed. Ideally, I had gained what I expected to come from asking

Tyler to participate: a lively discussion of a project that is not only tangibly relevant but opts for

a prolonged moment of recognizing the reality of utilizing resources, of thinking largely about

the extent and limitations of what is available.

It became clear, in fact, that with all the great uses of accessing the archives, there also

came drawbacks that didn’t necessarily have anything to do with waiting some odd years for

material to become available to the general public. Upon being asked what I found interesting in

the archives, I related to Tyler that African American history is readily on mind and has yet to be

a void fulfilled. In fact, much of what I am bringing to this project is the reality I take part in:

living through the Black Lives Matter movements, moments of social justice and unrest,
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recording and documenting the restless sentiment of mine and younger generations in the

smallest tweets and Instagram posts. Before any of this, before the media could take up these raw

emotions, it was all placed in articles, newspaper clippings, and documents of real lives that

aren’t a part of the textbooks we read in history classes, which is inherently problematic. My

response to this, in fact, stems from the files and documents I discovered through the archives

catalog. The information related to filling the personal blanks of African American history

trickles down to financial records, birth certificates, pensions and waivers. The very information

I felt was missing to even begin to understand what I wanted to know was there in my hands and

the only thing I could hope for is context. Everything, it seemed to me, began to lack that other

dimension which gave the story life. That dimension, that is that part of life I expected to fulfill

my grasp on Philis Wheatly, Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl, and even the road down to

George Floyd, has yet to be fundamentally connected because the context to the context is still

being filtered and it’s still in the process of inclusion. It’s a limitation of the archive, I believe,

that is still being discussed and debated today. Much of the information I longed to access does

indeed have everything to do with the modern reality I am immersed in, but it also stems from

the knowledge utilized in education that is sold from limited perspectives.

Perhaps most rewarding from this experience is presenting this information to someone

who started where I began and eventually landed where I am now. My conversation with Tyler

shifted into a moment of this research which interested me most: credibility, interpretation, and,

most important of all, trusting what is being presented to us. Acknowledging the technological

state we live in, we begin to ask questions of the information that has been passed on through

textbooks, through databases, through all of which we are told is history but is also still only
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half—a piece—of a narrative. It’s these open conversations that help flesh out the insecurities we

have as citizens to rely on sources of knowledge all the while seeking information that could

improve the state of things now.



CITIZEN ARCHIVIST PROJECT TRANSCRIPTIONS

Approved Pension File for Private Powhatan Beaty, Company G, 5th U.S.
Colored Troops Infantry Regiment (SC-781854)

ARTIFACT #25

3-014.
ACT OF MAY 11, 1912

DECLARATION FOR PENSION

State of Ohio
County of Hamilton

On this [illegible] 15 day of May, A.D. one thousand nine hundred and 12, personally appeared
before me, a Notary Public within and for the county and State aforesaid, Powhatan Beaty, who,
being duly sworn according to law, declares that he is 73 years of age, and a resident of
Cincinnati county of Hamilton, State of Ohio; and that he is the identical person who was
ENROLLED at Cincinnati O under the name of Powhatan Beaty, on the 7 day of June, 1863, as a
[illegible], in C. G. 5. U.S.C.T. in the service of the United States, in the civil war, and was
HONORABLY DISCHARGED at Camp Chase, Ohio, on the _____ day of about Left, 1865.

That he also served __________________________________________________________

That he was not employed in the military or naval service of the United States otherwise that as
stated above.

He was born Oct 8-- 1838

That he is unable to perform manual labor by reason _____________ incurred in line of duty-for
which be has been pensioned under general laws.

That he is a pensioner, certificate No. 784854, That he has _________ heretofore applied for
pension __________________

That he makes this declaration for the purpose of being placed on the pension roll of the United
State under the provisions of the act of May 11, 1912.



That his post-office address is 206 - E. S. [illegible] Cincinnati, county of Hamilton, State of
Ohio

[pension verification stamp]

[signature] Powhatan Beaty
(Claimant's signature in full)



ARTIFACT #28

______________ further declared that ___________ no interest in said case, and ___________
not concerned in the prosecution.

1 ____________________________ [symbol] _______________________________

2 ____________________________ [symbol] _______________________________
Signature of Affidavit

Sworn to and subscribed before me this day by the above named Affiant   :   and I certify that I
read said affidavit to said Affiant   , and acquainted him with its concerns before he executed the
same. I further testify that I am in nowise interested in said case, nor am I concerned in its
prosecution: and that said affiant is personally known to me: that he    creditable person and so
reputed in the community in which he reside

Witness my hand and official seal this 1st day of May 1897.

Sign here [signature] J. H. Kinney
Mtrs Onlli

Add Seal Here.

[second page]

[illegible]
No. 781, 854

GENERAL AFFIDAVIT

Case of

Powhatan Beaty
C. G. 5 Regt.
U.S.C.S.

FOR PENSION.

In answer to Call No _____________
Date _____________



Affidavit of
Cincinnati

FILED BY
J.F KINNEY,
Attorney for Claimant,
Lincoln Inn Court, 519 Main St.

Room 110                  CINCINNATI, O.



ARTIFACT #44

[markings]

CLAIM FOR INCREASE UNDER ACT OF JUNE 27 1890

Powhatan Beaty Applicant.

Co. G ______ 5 Regt.

U.S.C.T. [illegible] Vols.
Pension Certificate No. 781, 854

[stamp]
FILED BY
J.F. KINNEY           CINCINNATI OHIO.
[stamp]

[second page]

Also personally appeared J.J. Flynn, residing at Cincinnati, O, and J.H. Kinney residing at
Cincinnati, O, persons whom I certify to be respectable and entitled to credit, and how being by
me duly sworn, say that they were present and saw Powhatan Beaty, the claimant, sign his name
or make his mark to the foregoing declaration; that they have every reason to believe, from the
appearance of said claimant and their acquaintance with him, that he is the identical person he
represents himself to be; and that have no interest in the prosecution of this claim.

[signature] JJ Flynn
[signature] J.H. Kinney

Sworn to and subscribed before me this 11th day of August, [crossed out 189] 1912 and I hereby
certify that the contents of the above declaration, &c., were fully made known and explained to
the applicant and witness before swearing, including the words _________________________
erased, and the words _______________________ added; and that I have no interest, direct, or
indirect, in the prosecution of this claim.

[signature]
Notary Public



Materials created by the National Archives and Records Administration are in the public domain.Materials created by the National Archives and Records Administration are in the public domain.

Analyze an Artifact

Meet the artifact.
Material (check all that apply):
	❑	Bone	 ❑	Pottery	 ❑	Metal	 ❑	Wood	 ❑	Stone   	

	❑	Leather	 ❑	Glass	 ❑	Paper	 ❑	Cardboard	 ❑	Fabric   	

	❑	Plastic	 ❑	Other

Observe its parts.
Describe it as if you were explaining it to someone who can’t see it.
Think about: shape, color, texture, size, weight, age, condition, movable parts, or anything written on it.

Try to make sense of it.
Answer as best you can. 
Where is it from?

When is it from?

Who used it? List reasons you think so.

What was it used for? List reasons you think so.

What does this tell you about the people who made and used it?

What does it tell you about technology at the time it was made?

What is a similar item from today?

Use it as historical evidence.
What did you find out from this artifact that you might not learn anywhere else?

What other documents or historical evidence are you going to use to help you understand the 
event or time in which this artifact was used?

Cincinnati, Ohio.

The document was recorded in 1912.

State government officials, like a public notary. There is an official seal. 

Men who served in the armed forces requesting their pension. The jargon refers to "pensioners" and requires a 
rank and regiment.

It was specifically used to record the requested pension of an African American soldier who fought in the Civil
War. It was likely often many of these documents were created to document pensions of emancipated soldiers.

The modernity of the early 1910s seems to rely on physically recording everything; although having typewriters
and such, it seemed government documents were still recorded in ink and in person.

Tax filing and government documents that are available online,

That African American soldiers were requesting their pensions from having fought in the Civil War. I wasn't quite
sure if they received pay to begin with, or any compensation for that as well as emancipation.

I would like to get ahold of records of African American soldiers who participated in the war, as well as,
perhaps, financial records during the Roaring 20s and the Great Depression. Comparing financial documents
during these periods could help contextualize modern arguments for reparations as well as the wealth gap
between the white majority and African Americans.

The document is light in color, of a soft tan shade. Its old but not quite withered. On the top left and right corners, there are puntured holes from
filing. The bottom is the page is wrinkled. The document is a tped form with responses filled in thick, black ink in blank spaces. Blue office stamp
on the bottom of the page.





Materials created by the National Archives and Records Administration are in the public domain.Materials created by the National Archives and Records Administration are in the public domain.

Analyze a Written Document

Meet the document.
Type (check all that apply):
	❑	Letter	 ❑	Speech	 ❑	Patent ❑	Telegram	 ❑	Court document 
 ❑	Chart	 ❑	Newspaper  ❑	Advertisement ❑	Press Release ❑	Memorandum 
	❑	Report ❑	Email ❑	Identification document	 	 ❑	Presidential document	 	

	❑	Congressional document ❑	Other 	

Describe it as if you were explaining to someone who can’t see it.
Think about:  Is it handwritten or typed? Is it all by the same person? Are there stamps or other marks? What else do you see on it?

Observe its parts.
Who wrote it?  

Who read/received it? 

When is it from? 

Where is it from?

Try to make sense of it.
What is it talking about?

Write one sentence summarizing this document.

Why did the author write it?   

Quote evidence from the document that tells you this.

What was happening at the time in history this document was created?

Use it as historical evidence.
What did you find out from this document that you might not learn anywhere else?

What other documents or historical evidence are you going to use to help you understand this 
event or topic?

The document is typed with blanks left open to fill in information. There are markings of stamps in
places and some imprints of seals.

The office of J.F.Kinney, attorney to Powhatan Beaty.

The affidavit was created for Powhatan Beaty to complete and verified by his attorney.

1897

Office of J.F.Kinney in Cincinnati, Ohio.

The page is the end of the agreement in the affidavit, solidfying the legitimacy of the case.

J.F.Kinney has summarized the affidavit and is representing on his behalf on the case of his pension.

To complete the service of the case.
"Sworn to and subscribed before me this day by
the above named Affiant : and I certify that I read said
affidavit to said Affiant: ..."

Reconstruction following the Civil War; Jim Crow laws.

That there may have been people more than willing (or at least willing) to aid African American soldiers in getting
their pensions.

Court documents of cases when African Americans file their assets or are represented in cases to prove the
legitimacy of their claims. Perhaps financial records from the era of Reconstruction.
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Analyze a Written Document

Meet the document.
Type (check all that apply):
	❑	Letter	 ❑	Speech	 ❑	Patent ❑	Telegram	 ❑	Court document 
 ❑	Chart	 ❑	Newspaper  ❑	Advertisement ❑	Press Release ❑	Memorandum 
	❑	Report ❑	Email ❑	Identification document	 	 ❑	Presidential document	 	

	❑	Congressional document ❑	Other 	

Describe it as if you were explaining to someone who can’t see it.
Think about:  Is it handwritten or typed? Is it all by the same person? Are there stamps or other marks? What else do you see on it?

Observe its parts.
Who wrote it?  

Who read/received it? 

When is it from? 

Where is it from?

Try to make sense of it.
What is it talking about?

Write one sentence summarizing this document.

Why did the author write it?   

Quote evidence from the document that tells you this.

What was happening at the time in history this document was created?

Use it as historical evidence.
What did you find out from this document that you might not learn anywhere else?

What other documents or historical evidence are you going to use to help you understand this 
event or topic?

Typed document with blanks for handwritten responses. There are stamps in multiple colors,
pencil marks, signatures in thick, black ink.

The claim was filed by J.F.Kinney.

The claim was filed for Powhatan Beaty.

The stamp reads 1902 while the document has the date 1912.

Cincinnati, Ohio.

The document solidifies another witness and the claimant were present at the signing of the case.

J.F.Kinney and JJ Flynn sign off on the legitimacy of representing Beaty's claim and file.

To confirm that the actions that needed to be taken to fulfill the claim have been done.

"that they have every reason to believe, from the appearance of said claimant and their acquaintance with him, that he is the identical person
he represents himself to be; and that they have no interest in the prosecution of this claim."

The Recontruction Era following the Civil War.

That there was a long process involved in the legal actions; did they take much longer for 
African Americans because of Jim Crow laws?

Other legal documents of African American claimants and affidavits, just to follow the process of passing
the legitimacy of cases during the era of Jim Crow. It would be interesting to know if this was a legit process
or one that was tediously done to postpone the fulfillment of the pension.
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